One Last Song
For hours, they had been here. Endlessly fighting in this dark cave, trying to defeat an evil being, without form, lurking within its walls, but to no avail.
The young man, and his companion, stood there, exhausted, barely having enough energy to stand, let alone attack.
“Yyyy-you ff-foolish humans!...” it croaked, voice resounding across the cave interior. “Aaah-as much you’d-d-d try- to finish m-m-me!...”
They felt an invisible force pulsate around them, then burst out a massive amount of energy that nearly knocked them to the ground.
“Ninten!” the young woman breathed, “I don’t have… enough… left… Not enough to…”
She was about to double-up at the knees when he rushed over to her side.
“Ana!” supporting her back.
“I can’t…” close to tears, “You’ll have to… without me…”
Ninten too nearly doubled over, if he hadn’t pressed what little body strength he had in him up against the wall, supporting him and his girlfriend.
“We have to- fight on- For the- sake of-”
Ninten coughed into his arm.
“For Maria- for Teddy- for all of us...”
He brushed the side of her cheek with his free hand.
“Until it’s all over… We can’t...”
“There’s- something I- want you to-” Ana began, when a shot of thunder was heard across the cave. They broke away from each other as Ana stood in front of him, ready to try and block the attack.
“PSI Shield β!” her eyes glowed as she weakly raised her arms into the air, casting a weak shield over themselves. As soon as the thunder connected, Ana pushed against the shield, as if trying to force back the bolt of lightning.
In a huge flash, it dissipated, but at the cost of their shield. It shattered onto the floor, leaving Ninten and Ana vulnerable once again. She breathed shallowly, bent over at the knees.
“Give me- some time- to concentrate. I only have enough power- to...”
“Ana! You’re open! If he-it hits you, you’ll be done for!”
“Just… give me… a second…”
Ninten felt an inexplicable force around him, just like before that being attacked in this way. He stood stock still, unable to move. He swore he could see the massive energy burst begin to come into view, right at her.
“ANA!”, reaching out to her.
Taking a deep breath in, she stood tall, head up high.
“PK.. Beam…”
The mass of energy hurtled ever closer to her.
“GAMMA!”
The powerful beam cut through its attack, emitting a glorious light inside the cave. It managed to hit the being, wherever and whatever it was, letting out a high pitched scream.
Ninten rushed back over to Ana’s side, grabbing her hand.
“You’ve- you’ve done it!”
Ana let out a small smile, exhausted. Casting that beam had pretty much used the last of her remaining power.
“I guess… it’s all over now…” she breathed, and turned back to face him.
Ninten let out a small laugh, “Let’s get out of here, they’ll probably be waiting for us back home.”
They headed out towards the light of the cave entrance, hand in hand.
**
Out once more in the open, they never felt more happier to be out of that dank, dark cave. It was dusk now, the first stars twinkling in the sky, and the sunset casting a bright red hue over the horizon.
The two reached a point and stopped, gazing out over the magnificent beauty of the plateau. For some moments, all they could hear was the call of wild birds and crickets chirping.
Ana sighed loudly, causing Ninten to turn around to face her.
“Ana?”
“Ninten…” struggling to get her words out “You need to know this… I- I’m-”
Ana quickly noticed a red tendril-like beam, hurtling towards Ninten.
“Ninten! Look out!”
He turned round, but it was too late. In one final blow, the force went through him, as if he had been impaled, and laughed hysterically as it withdrew from him.
“Ninten! N-n-no!” Ana screamed as she rushed forward to catch his fall, and gently eased them both to the ground, cradling him.
“Ana-” he started, coughing up blood. “Ana… I...”
“Ninten… P-please…” she wept. “No… This can’t be real!”
At the birth of summer, he had met his fate. He was in her arms, slowly fading away.
“I can’t let you die! Not like this! Oh God...”
With what little power she thought she had left, she summoned up a small amount of healing PSI.
“Healing gamma!” trying to press it into his chest, where he had been fatally wounded, but fizzled out before it even left her fingers.
She tried yet again.
“Healing gamma!”
She had felt the power flow through her hand, but it never even got the chance to form out of her fingers.
“No!... Work! Please- work!”
Ninten wheezed as he looked up at her.
“You can’t… I’m- sorry…”
“No no no! I won’t let you!- Healing gamm-”
She broke down crying, finally realising she couldn’t save him, as much as she could try.
“Ana… Tha-that song…”
She looked back down at him, wiping the tear stains away. “What?...”
"Ple-please, I want to hear that- song… One more time…"
Ana breathed, between tears, "I...I can't remember how it goes..."
"It's... easy..." He took a deep breath and began to sing:
"T-t-take a melody... Simple as can be..."
Remembering the words, Ana joined in with Ninten.
"Give it some words and, sweet harmony... Raise your voices, all day long now, love grows strong now..."
Ninten sank further into her arms, too weak to continue, leaving Ana to sing the last part alone.
"Sing a melody of love-" until she was broken off by a sob, "Of love..."
Ninten gazed one last time at her, his final breath upon him.
"Th-thank you... And... goodbye..."
The life within him faded away as his eyes shut for the last time. Ana could only look down at her dearly departed boyfriend, and let her tears fall ever more. She pressed his body up close to her, placing his hand on her stomach.
She hadn't told him about this. This life, growing inside of her.
But she hoped, even now with her God in heaven, he knew.
Ana kissed his now-cold lips, and looked up into the skies.
"Father... Please, watch over him. Even if he can't be there to see- Know that I'll always love him..."
Choking on another sob, she shut her eyes and breathed into his chest.
"Goodbye... Ninten..."
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