-=Christmas in Onett=-

By Kyo Zaber

The snow gently fell down upon the town of Onett that Christmas Eve...

A young man walked through the streets... a gift tucked away under his arms... wrapped in blue and yellow paper, with a big red ribbon on top...

Ness: *Tightens his scarf.* Brrrrr~

Ness, a young man from the town of Onett was busy walking home from the post office...

Under his arm rested a gift he had gotten for his... "Friend"... Paula. 

Ness: *Aggravation in his voice.* Of all the days of the year... why today? 

His aggravation was quite little to be worried about... because most of the town was in an uproar over the Onett Police Department's latest and by far most annoying attempt at breaking the world’s record for road stops. Not even postal trucks filled to the brim with gifts and presents could get through.

Ness: *Looks off towards City Hall.* ... 

The City Hall was stuffed to the brim as well... The mayor was doing everything he could... He locked his office door, and was hiding under his desk...

Ness: ... *Sighs, and continues on...* Can't walk out of town... maybe... *He looks back and forth down the streets...* Sure! That'll work!

He readies himself... he begins running... trying to teleport himself to Twoson...

Ness: Yes... Yes!!

Just as he was about to break through... a postal truck pulled out in front of him.

Ness: *His eyes opened widely.* ... Nuts...

A loud BAM!! echoed through Onett... 
The postal truck had a huge dent in the front grill... and Ness lay in the ground off to the side... covered in black soot...

Ness:*Coughs and hacks.* Watch! *COUGH!* Watch it! *HACK!*

The postal truck just cranks up, and zooms off... soon followed by many trucks that littered the streets... Teleporting the long way would be impossible now...

Ness: *Furrowed his eye-brows...* Dirty... no good... *He picks up his present... and continues home... the black soot falling off as he walked...*

~~~~~~ An hour or so later... ~~~~~~

Mom: Ness! Tracey! Honey! It's time for supper!


Ness and his sister came running down the stairs, and their father came dashing in from the living room... It was time for a Christmas feast... After a pause for prayer, they all begin to dig in...

Mom: *Looks over at Ness.* Ness? Where's Paula? 

Ness: *Sighs, his mouth full of turkey.* 

Traci: *Answers for her brother.* The police are at it again Mom... The entire town is pretty well blocked off! Even Escargo Express is can't get out!

Dad: *Gags at hearing this.* You serious dear? ... Wow... It is nuts then!

Ness: Tell me about it... 

As the meal continues... the telephone rings...

Ness: *Gets up.* I'll get it... *He walks over, and picks up the receiver...* Paula?
~~~ In Winters ~~~

Jeff: *Surprised* Err... No... No I'm not... Merry Christmas Ness!... No.. No this is Jeff... Of course I'm sure! ... I don't sound like her!

Dr.Andounuts: *Tinkering on a small invention..* 

Jeff: What? ... Seriously? ... Well... Sorry I can't help... No... No... I really can't come over with anything... *Looks over at a newly finished Sky Runner.* Yeah... no... We haven't finished the new one yet... No... NO... *He begins blowing into the receiver.* Can't... Hear.... Kkkcshhhhh... Going... Though... Kkkshhhhh... tunnel! *Slams the phone down.*

~~~~~~ Later that night... ~~~~~~

Ness was not miserable... but he was not happy either. He had been trying to call Paula for hours... and either got a busy signal, or no answer. His eyes looked out of his window... the Christmas lights around the outside of the house flashed... keeping him slight company...

Ness: *Sighs... his breath shows up on the window pane.*... 

From the distance... he could swear he heard a high pitch sounding... then going away....
A small knock came from his door...

Tracy: Brother? *She walks over to him... and pulls him from the bed.* Come on! Let's open presents!

Ness: *Smirks... smiling brightly.* Yeah... Yeah! Presents! *He begins to race Tracy.*

Tracy: Hey!  *She jumps on his back, piggy back riding down...* 

Ness: Woah! Woaahhh hoh ohho!

As he steps on his last step... and at his feet rests a red ribbon... tied in a familiar bow...

Ness: *Slowly crouches down... and picks it up.*

Paula... Jeff... and Poo are all sitting at the kitchen table... each sipping a cup of hot chocolate...

Poo: Ness... Friend... You're so concerned trying to get out of your town... *Looks up from his cup.* You never bothered seeing if we could not get in? 

Ness: ... What?

Paula: *Smirks.* I think what Poo's trying to say Ness, is that if you wanted to be together for Christmas... you could've just asked. *Smiles*

Ness: ... I... Err... Well... 

The three laugh, and toss him each a gift.

Paula, Jeff, and Poo: Merry Christmas!

As the family, and the 3 friends sat in fellowship… a small knock came from the door…
Tracy answered it… but no one was there… All that lay on the steps was a large roll of parchment… all rolled up…

Slowly she dragged it in… and opened it up…
On the top it said… 

“Merry Christmas… From all of us…”
Under those lines… names began to form… 

Hundreds… thousands… hundreds of thousands… all names that had never been seen before…

Paula: *Walks over… and takes a look… smiling warmly…* It’s them… 

Tracy: *Looks up… confused.* Them?

Paula: All the friends we have never met. *She looks off at the Christmas Tree… continuing to smile… Slowly… she starts to pray…*  -=… Merry Christmas… Everyone....=-

