Earthbound

Project: Genesis

By Von Tesla

In an alternate universe much like your own, I was a child prodigy. Many thought that I was the one who would bring peace too their land, saving them from the Starmen, an alien race bent on destroying Earth and all of its inhabitants. I created a mecha only known as "genesis". The project was a failure due too a supposed information leak, so the project was scrubbed and sent towards the Sun too be destroyed. With the launch of Genesis towards the sun, the Starmen were surprised and took a dramatic course of action. They deployed a virus upon the lands and most of the Earth inhabitants were infected, as was I. I however thought of a way too use this virus against the Starmen using the five main elements of Earth. Earth, wind, water, fire, and man were needed to destroy the Starmen, thus being dubbed the "Fifth Element" project. After the creation of the weapon it lacked one key component, man. I volunteered to be the man for the weapon as no one else would. As the machine lined up on the Starmen’s home world. I watched before me a vision, those of the alternate universes becoming one, and with a bright flash, I watched as all universes were created, grew, shrank, then died, all in an instant, The universes collapsed to form one large one, with more than one of you in this universe, but only one of me…


“Wake up, Ness!”  Yelled a voice.


“Uhnggg.” I said rolling out of bed and turning on the television.


“The unexplained flash of light that lit p our skies last night is still being defined as a comet narrowly missing earth, but NASA still has yet to confirm later reports.” The anchorwomen on the news said.


“There was a flash last night, mom?” 


“You don’t remember?”


“No, but I remember being sick though.”


“Hon, you weren’t sick. Now go get ready for school.”


“School?”


“Yeah, today is a Monday.”


“Oh… Right…” I said grabbing a book bag and headed outside.


“Ness, where do you think your going?” said some one.


“Paula, is that you?”


“Who did you think I was, another one from one of those Halloween sci-fi movie-thons you watched?” She said grasping me in her arms.


“No, I just feel out of it today?”


“Let’s walk too school together.”


“Yeah, let’s, I don’t want to get lost.”


“Okay?’

As soon as I got to the high school I realized that everyone I had known was not who I had been around before. If they only knew what I knew, but at lunch I just sat there staring at them, hypnotized by the fact that only a few days before becoming, well, me, I had been firing a weapon I built with these very people…


“What’s up Ness?”


“If I told you Jeff, you wouldn’t believe me.”

“Probably right.” Jeff shrugged.

 “See you in the gym.” Chris said.

“You going too dress out today Ness?” Paula asked looking at me with puppy dog eyes.

“Only for you.” I replied as she dragged me towards the gym.

“I hope we get too run out side in the rain,” Chris said changing into his gym uniform.

“So you can see the girls?” Jeff laughed.

“Ness? What’s happening, you’re a bit not like your self.” Chris said throwing his towel on the bench.

“I guess, see you on the field…” I said heading out the door.

“What’s his problem?” Chris asked Jeff.

“I wish I knew...” Jeff said looking at the door.

This was odd I thought too my self, a light? Could it have been my weapon? Was it really that powerful? I thought that would only amount to the destruction of the Starmen’s home world. Apparently I was wrong. Then as others started too come out into the rain, then I saw another bright flash.


“What is that?” Jeff yelled.


“It’s a UFO!” yelled three other kids.


“Get back inside.” I muttered.


“What about you Ness?” Paula said clinging to my arm


“I’ll be okay, trust me?”


“Okay.” She said as she let go.

It was three mechas. I couldn’t tell you were two of them were from, but I had a good idea were from because they were being attacked by a Starmen’s mech, So instinctively I ran out onto the field as the one of the mechas fell, I hoped up onto the chassis and opened the cockpit. I reached in and pushed a couple of buttons and got the thing too start firing  .22mm shells into the Starmen’s mecha.

I looked at the other mecha that was lying in the dirt, and then the cockpit opened up. I looked in total disbelief as I saw another Paula briefly climb out and slump over onto the grass.


“Get out here! I need help!” I yelled too every one in the gym.


“What is it?” Paula asked wearily.


“It’s… It’s you.” I said Heading back outside.


“Ness! What do you mean? Me?” she yelled as she ran out the door after me.. Only to see me with herself as if she had an out of body experience..


“Quick get a stretcher over there.” Said the coach pointing to where I was.


“Just take her, I’m fine.” I said laying her on the stretcher.  As soon as everyone had their attention on the two Paula’s, I hopped in the working mecha and took the other two too the only place I knew I could get help, Peaceful Rest Valley


“Where did Ness go?” Jeff said looking where the mechas had been.


“What about those machines?” Chris said looking at the destruction the three mech’s made.


I did not know what was going too happen in the next couple of days, except that this phenomenon was going too be an experience that I would never forget. I did know one thing, that this twist of fate was going too lead me too discover myself, in a sense of these alternate realities of me. A test of true courage was about too begin.
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